
11

I’ve read quite a bit about the benefits of 
infrastructure spending and I’ve heard plenty 
of people exclaim about how fixing our roads, 
bridges, and airports will solve, fix, or boost 
economic growth in the United States.  What 
I don’t hear is exactly how this might happen.  
So, let me explain.

First, let’s understand exactly what infrastructure 
is.  It’s the physical systems of a particular area that 
improve the standard of living.  Some examples 
are bridges, roads, airports, sewer systems, and 
much more.  

These structures provide economic benefits 
because they allow businesses more opportuni-
ties to sell their particular products or services.  For 
example, a plumber in Rehoboth Beach can offer 
his services to citizens in Georgetown, DE because 
of the roads and bridges that allow him to safely 
and efficiently travel the 30 minute commute.  

If there were roads and bridges set up that allow 
that same plumber to drive to Wilmington, DE in 

30 minutes (currently, it takes 1hr 45 mins, without 
traffic, according to Google Maps), that would only 
increase the opportunity for that plumber to grow 
his/her business.  That kind of infrastructure spend-
ing has the ability to increase economic growth 
assuming the cost of the project is less than the 
benefit.  

That assumption is what I don’t hear a lot about.  
If fixing a bridge between Rehoboth and George-
town costs $10 million dollars, will it create more 
than $10 million dollars in benefits?  I would argue 
that fixing a particular infrastructure back to its 
original status does not increase economic growth.  
It merely maintains an economic level at a cost, 
not a benefit.

I bring this up because, recently, The American 
Society of Civil Engineer’s Report Card came out 
with a D+ grade for The United States Infrastruc-
ture. Plans are in motion to improve on America’s 
grade and dozens of reports are coming out about 
an increase in infrastructure spending.  Will this 
increase in spending be an economic benefit?  

Only if the costs are less than the benefit!  
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How does infrastructure spending boost 
economic growth?

FENWICK ISLAND, DE—The 
28th Annual Ocean to Bay Bike 
Tour presented by NVHomes/
Ryan Homes will take place on 
April 29 beginning at 7:00 a.m. 
in downtown Bethany Beach. 

Hosted by the Bethany-Fen-
wick Area Chamber of Com-
merce, cyclists region-wide 
will complete 30-, 50- mile, 
Metric Century or Century 
courses travelling through-
out the scenic beach and bay 
locales of Southern Delaware. 

Registrants will receive 
access to exclusive gifts and 
amenities including a long-
sleeve tech tee and a bike 
mechanics. Rest stops will be 
open along each of the routes 
with restrooms, food and bev-
erages. SAG Wagon support 
will be available from 7:30 a.m. 
through 2:30 p.m. “The 2017 
Ocean to Bay Bike Tour is the 
signature outdoor event of 
the Quiet Resorts and is cer-
tainly not to be missed wheth-
er a social or serious cyclist,” 
says executive director, Kristie 
Maravalli.   “In fact, the number 
of registered cyclists each year 
surpasses the previous one, 
and this year is proving to be 
no different.”   

The ceremonial start will 
be held at 7:00 a.m. in down-
town Bethany Beach for the 

show-and-go tour.  The sup-
porting sponsors of the event, 
Bishop’s Landing of Beazer 
Homes, Bunting Construc-
tion at Lighthouse Lakes, K. 
Hovnanian Homes at Ocean 
View Beach Club, and PNC 
Bank, have played an active 
role in making the Bike Tour 
more attractive to the cyclists 
making the weekend bigger 
and better than ever.   

After the main event, par-
ticipants are invited to the 
Continue the Tour Post Party 
Tent with live entertainment 
featuring Monkee Paw Duo 
as well as food, beverages, 
vendors and prizes. All reg-
istrants will be entered to 
win special prize packages, 
awarded through a drawing 
of bib numbers.

Cyclists and their families 
and friends can add to the fun 
by tagging #OceanToBay on 
social media in pictures, spe-
cials or highlights.  In addition, 
the Ocean to Bay Voler jerseys 
are also available to anyone 
for purchase with to-your-
door delivery. 

“The partnerships with all 
of our sponsors and busi-
nesses have grown the event 
into a weekend affair,” added 
Maravalli, “With the majority 
of our cyclists coming from 

outside of Sussex County 
and the state, people come 
to enjoy the Quiet Resorts for 
the entire weekend.”  

Registration is open, and 
current prices will increase 

on April 1st and then again 
at on-site registration. Indi-
vidual and team registration 
can be completed by mail, 
email, or in person at the 
Chamber; online registration 

is available through Monday, 
April 24th.  

Visit www.oceanttobaybik-
etour.com to register and for 
complete information.

28th Annual Ocean to Bay Bike Tour—April 29th, 7am


