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By Sandie Gerken

Caesar Rodney is, by far, Delaware’s most 
famous colonial era hero.  For Delawareans, his 
hurried ride to Philadelphia in July 1776 to cast 
Delaware’s deciding vote for independence at 
the Second Continental Congress is as famous 
and legendary as 
Paul Revere’s ride 
in Boston.  The 
resolution before 
the delegates 
proposed that the 
colonies should 
unite in declaring 
freedom from 
British rule.  Unanimous consent of the colonies 
was required.   Delaware had three delegates: 
Thomas McKean, George Read, and Caesar 
Rodney. McKean favored the proposal.  George 

Read disagreed.  Rodney’s vote would decide 
Delaware’s stand on the resolution.  

The final vote 
was scheduled 
for July 2. But, 
Rodney was in 
Delaware on 
urgent business.

McKean had 
sent for Rodney 
to rush to 
Philadelphia to 
break Delaware’s stalemate.   But, Rodney was 
delayed.   At the last minute, a military escort 
helped send him on his way.  Whether by horse 
or carriage, Rodney rushed to Philadelphia, 
arriving on the afternoon of July 2, just in time to 
cast his vote. A historic moment, as all thirteen 
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Just Vinyl llC
Proprietor:  Marianne “Missy” Phillips
410-227-0768 or 443-980-8031
32491 Powell Farm Road
Frankford, Delaware 19945

Marianne Phillips owns a growing 
cleaning & replacement business 
for vinyl panel windows. This family 
owned business is operated from 
Frankford, DE and serves the entire 
Delmarva area. 

 “I left my high stress corporate 
accounting job in Baltimore MD and 
came to Delaware to own & operate the 

company, not that owning your own 
company isn’t stressful, but the friendly 
customers make it all worth my while.”

Marianne began this business 
because she saw a real need for this 
kind of service. Most installation 
companies do not provide cleaning 
and replacement services.   

In April 2013 Marianne bought an 
existing company and began growing 
the  business by advertising and 
personally walking neighborhoods to 
meet owners of vinyl panel window 
systems.

According to Marianne, one of the 

greatest things  in the development 
of the company has been meeting the 
friendly homeowners from various 
states and sharing their world travel 
and experiences. 

Other great moments in the 
development of the company have 
been the positive phone calls received 

from advertisements, to stopping 
into potential customer’s houses for 
estimates. 

“And then, on average, watching 
98% of estimates become active jobs to 
complete.”

Marianne has received many 
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Pictured above: Marianne Phillips of Just Vinyl LLC... cleaning and replacement of 
vinyl panel windows. Licensed & Insured. 

       Just Vinyl

Cleaning and Replacement of Vinyl Panel Windows –  24 hour emergency Panel Replacement

We take the clouds away & let the sunshine in!

A Romantic Myth of Caesar Rodney and a Lewes Tory Woman

Statue of Caesar Rodney, courtesy of www.wikimedia 
<http://www.wikimedia>commons.com/public domain

Sketch of Fisher's Paradise, courtesy of Hazel Brittingham

Modern photo of Fisher's Paradise,  
Courtesy of www.wikimediacommons.com/public<http://www.wikimediacommons.com/public> domain


