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First things first – assembling a strong, expe-
rienced team of confidential professional and 
personal advisors can provide critical guid-
ance and support, helping you make more 
informed decisions while you approach the 
future with greater confidence. Consider 
building a team that includes:

 
Your Own Lawyer

Yes, it is possible to get through a divorce 
without a lawyer, but usually it’s not wise. Your 
lawyer takes on the responsibility of safeguarding 
your best interests and can deal objectively and 
unemotionally with the many complex issues that 
typically arise. Plus, an experienced lawyer can 
help ensure that you take advantage of any ben-
efit afforded to you during the divorce process. 

Your Own Accountant
Your tax filing status changes significantly as 

the result of a divorce. An accountant can advise 
you on matters such as income and capital gains 
taxes — as well as any residual tax issues that may 
linger from your marriage. 
 
Your Own Financial Advisor

You and your spouse may have worked with a 
financial advisor to help plan and manage assets 
during your marriage. Now you need a financial 
advisor who can focus solely on you and your needs 
and goals — on a completely confidential basis. 
Your financial advisor can help you understand 
the assets you own and your liquidity and cash flow 
issues, as well as strategies for reaching long-term 
objectives such as educating a child, funding your 
next business venture or planning for retirement. 
 

Your Own Personal Counselor
Divorce is a legal, financial and emotional pro-

cess. If you don’t feel comfortable discussing certain 
private matters with your financial or legal advisor, 
you might consider seeking a therapist, clergyper-
son or other personal counselor. Their help may 
become invaluable as they guide you through the 
very human side of divorce.

As you go separate ways remember you are 
now in charge. Work with a team that helps you 
keep your balance, while planning for short-term 
realities and long-term possibilities.

 
Nicholas Shevland is a Financial Advisor with Morgan 

Stanley Global Wealth Management in Rehoboth. The 
information contained in this article is not a solicitation to 
purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is 
general in nature and not intended to provide individually 
tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or invest-
ments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as 
the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy 
will depend on an investor's individual circumstances and 
objectives. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, member 
SIPC.
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Author, Nicholas Shevland, is a 
financial advisor with The Tidwell 
Group at Morgan Stanley. He holds 
a B.S in Accounting from Wilmington 
University. When he’s not working, you 
might find him teaching for the DE 
Money School, volunteering with the 
Center for Inland Bays, trying to brew 
the next greatest beer, playing golf at Bear Trap Dunes, or 
spending time with his wife. 

Divorce:  
Don’t Go It Alone

The General Federation of Women's Club DSFWC Zwaanendael Women's 
Club of Lewes held their annual Antique Appraisal on Saturday, Jan. 21 at the 
Lewes Library. It was well attended by members and friends of the commu-
nity to make this a successful event.   The Zwaanendael Women's club would 
like to thank all that attended and the appraisers - Pete Beaman of  "Old and 
Gnu Antiques", Mills-
boro, Louis and Shirley 
O'Neal of Laurel and 
Evard Hall of Green-
wood.  We look forward 
to doing this again in the 
next year.

Pictured are standing 
members Kathy Fortney, Rec. 

Sec. and Chair of this event 
Dottie Pepe, Historian BJ 

Young.  Seated Pres. Muriel 
Pfeiffer, guest Debbie from 

the Clayton Century Club and 
Cor. Sec. Pat Zisa.
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