
4

The Mike 
O’Meara Show
is a fun mash-up of real life, 
pop-culture, news of the day, 

dynamic audio clips, and three 
guys busting each others’ balls.  
And now you can hear it every 

evening on 97.1 The Wave!

Weekni
ghts7pm

Your Beach Station

Bringing Mike back to Delmarva!

Enjoy more on this subject.... read the article  "When Fish Smelled like Money in Lewes, The Old Menhaden Fisheries,"  
written by Sandie Gerken. Find it in the High Tide News archives at http://www.hightidenews.com/archive.html and 

download the September 2016 Edition. 

Amazing Entrepreneurs of Sussex County continued from page 1

Joe Hudson, “Dean of Delaware Crop Dusters”

determine their direction of movement 
and inform the fishing boat captains 
below. The Stinson aircraft of the late 
40’s were not yet equipped with radios, 
so Joe dropped sealed bottles or jars 
containing notes as to the Menhaden’s 
location and direction of travel. While 
flying, he threw down jars with lids and 

bottles with corks, and that was called 
“fish spotting”.

By his senior year in high school, 
Joe had already earned his commer-
cial pilot’s license and used it to win 
a contract to spray mosquitos for the 
state. Joe also ran charter flights and 
continued fish spotting.

During high school, he flew his boss 
Otis Smith to all his fisheries along the 
Atlantic, from New York to Florida. He 

may have been just a “student fish spot-
ter”, but later pilots would have consid-
ered him a “pioneer fish spotter”. By the 
late 50’s and early 60’s, the adult fish 
spotter pilots used radios to commu-
nicate with the big steamers. By then, 
both Joe was flying larger aircraft for 
different purposes.

In 1950, Joe began his own aerial 
application business, with two WWll 
vintage aircraft. Originally used as Air 
Force trainers, he redesigned these 
Stearman bi-planes and outfitted them 
for spraying chemicals. By 1956 he 
owned and operated seven Stearman 
spray planes, and hired other pilots and 
a “ground man” to mix chemicals and 
keep them flying. At 20 years of age, he 
and his team worked off of his private 

airstrip just north of Lewes.
 About a year later, Joe traded his 

Stearmans for two twin engine Beech-
craft airplanes. Joe took what he had 
learned from the Stearmans’ leaky noz-
zles, then designed, built and installed 
new spray systems for both twin Beech-
es. He won FAA approval for his new 
spray systems. They were the first twin 
engine spray planes in the East, and 
so effective that they replaced five of 
his seven Stearmans. Joe soon became 
one of the largest aerial applicators on 
the Delmarva Peninsula, and “one of 
the first pioneers of the aerial spraying 
business.”

Crop Spraying Pioneer
Reporter Andy Cline named Joe the 

“crop spraying pioneer” in 1978, after 
watching him work a field of wheat. 
Andy wrote about how the “sleek racy 
craft banked steeply then zoomed 
inches from the crop expelling the 
load.” After each pass, he said the plane 
appeared to “float for a moment” as it 
turned to make another pass. It would 
disappear behind the trees, reappear, 
engine roaring, skimming the tree line, 
and dropping quickly to the wheat after 
dodging power lines. Then it was gone 
and quiet. Andy watched as the “duster” 
headed west for home, disappearing 
into the pink dust. Flying in to the dark-
ening blue-pink twilight, was Joe really 
thinking “another field with a higher 
yield because of aerial applications?” 
Maybe. He did love to fly, but he also 
did so much good for so many people.

During his flying career Joe Hudson 
also helped Beebe Medical Center add 
facilities including a wing in 2008 and 

a helipad to service the Delaware State 
Police helicopters. In 2014 Joe donated 
his beloved Navion Range Master air-
craft to the powerplant program at the 
Delaware Technical Community Col-
lege.

The airframe and powerplant facil-
ity located near the Delaware Costal 
Airport is now home of the Theodore C. 
Freeman Powerplant Education Build-
ing, dedicated in 2014 and named after 
Joe’s best friend. Joe’s wish was that his 
donated Navion would help the college 
graduate more students as airframe 
and powerplant technicians.

As of early 2016 Joe was still a farmer, 
aviator, business entrepreneur, humani-
tarian, philanthropist, developer, and 
writer Drew Ostroski named him the 
“dean of Delaware crop dusters”. When 
asked what he would say to students 
today, Joe said

“Learn to fly. The 
number one thing is 
to be good at business 
and then make money 

and make people 
happy.” 

Indeed. Joe Hudson is an amazing 
entrepreneur from Sussex County.

Photo credit Abraxas Hudson

This photo of Joe Hudson was taken by his grandson Abraxas who operates and art 
studio in Lewes.
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SEASIDE PLUMBING INC.
Joshua Martin, owner
410-641-1368
10545 Friendship Rd. Unit 2
Berlin, MD 21811

Fully Insured and licensed in Maryland and Delaware
•  MD Master License #67879  
•  DE Master License # 2321

How it all started
Josh Martin moved to Delmarva with his 

family 22 years ago. He graduated from  
Stephen Decatur High School in Berlin, MD 
and then attended Wor-Wic Community 
College. Josh started Seaside Plumbing 
when he was 21 years old.  He is  a licensed 

Master plumber/gas fitter.
When he started the company 

on March 16, 2003 (Which happens 

to be his birthday!), Josh worked primarily 
for other plumbers as a sub-contractor.  
As the years passed, Seaside Plumbing 
slowly grew their own client base, and 
now work primarily direct to the customer 
or builder.  

When asked why he decided to go into 
the plumbing business, Josh answered, 
“Mechanical contracting always was 
exciting and challenging to me.  As the 
years progressed, my presence in the field 
has lessened.  I now enjoy helping the 
development of my employees.  It gives 
me great satisfaction to help our future 
industry leaders in plumbing grow and 
prosper.”  

“I had many general construction 
jobs...  framing houses, trim carpentry, 
before I went into plumbing.”  dddddd 

What has made Seaside Plumbing 
such a successful local business?

“Successful – By providing a safe, stable, 
and prosperous work environment for our 
employees.  

“Success for our customers – By provid-
ing the best product and service that we 
can, always being honest and organized 
to try and service our customers as quickly 
as possible.”

According to Josh, some of the great 
moments  in the development of Seaside 
Plumbing have been: 

“Transitioning from a home office to 
our present commercial space at 10545 

Friendship Road, Unit 2 in Berlin MD.
“Hiring an estimator and an office man-

ager, to help him continue what he enjoys 
doing the most..... overseeing the field tech-
nicians and overseeing job production.”

Recognitions
• Voted 2016 Coastal Style’s 

Best Plumber in Worcester 
County. 

• BBB A+ rating
• Member of non-profit organization – 

Contractors For A Cause.
 Scan Story  

with   
for VIDEO!

The team at Seaside Plumbing, Inc., left to right, back to front: Evan Schultz, Bill Collins, 
Joshua Martin, Jason Cooke, Sean Parks, Tracey Sapia, Charlie Martin (dog/Seaside mascot), 
Lauren Martin, Isaac Martin, Collin Baker. (not pictured – Dave Vickers)

 When Fish Smelled like Money in Lewes

The Old Menhaden Fisheries
By  Sandie Gerken
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Clockwise:  Fish:  Atlantic Menhaden; View of 
the fisheries in Lewes at the height of Mehaden 
fishing;  and a vintage postcard of  Menhaden 
Fishermen in boat.

For much of its history, Lewes has been 
a commercial fishing town.  Tourism is 
now big, but from about 1888 until 1966 
Lewes was home to the very profitable 
menhaden fishing industry.  In fact, Lewes’ 
fisheries were one of the first and largest 
operations in the US.

The Atlantic Menhaden is a silvery fish 
with a black spot behind its gills and a 
deeply forked tail.  Its size ranges from 
3-12 inches.  It is part of the herring family, 
known also as bunker, porgy, or bughead.  
Locally, we know this fish as a hardhead or 
fatback, a bait fish.  Menhaden swim close 

to the ocean surface in gigantic, dense 
schools.  It is likely the fish that Squanto 
taught the Pilgrims to bury beside crops as 
fertilizer.  Theoretically edible, Menhaden 
is a rarely eaten, unpalatable 
fish due to its high oil content, 
which is precisely why it has 
been so valuable commer-
cially.  Menhaden oil is used 
in pet foods, dietary supple-
ments, soaps, lubricants, paints, 
glycerin, cosmetics and other 
products.  The rest of the fish 
is processed into fertilizer and 

Menhaden, Wikipedia
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