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Hurricane Season is Officially Over 
By Vincent Paez 

I was traveling in Canada as Hurricane 
Matthew was barreling through Florida 
and the Carolinas. As it was heading 
towards southern Florida, I was very 
concerned about my home town of 
Juno Beach, Florida. My property there 
is only about 200 yards from the ocean 
and it would have been hit hard. I didn’t 
sleep very well the night that Matthew 
approached the Florida coast. Fortu-
nately, this hurricane missed southern 
Florida and there was no damage there. 
However, the poor folks in the eastern 
Carolinas were hit hard, and many lost 
their homes.

I have been through six major hur-
ricanes, and you would think that I’d 
be used to this routine by now. But you 
never get used to it. Mother Nature 
packs such a punch, and she is always 
unpredictable. In 2004, we in southern 
Florida experienced four hurricanes: 
Frances, Charlie, Ivan and Jeanne. In 
2005, we experienced two: Wilma and 
Dennis. Dennis made its way to Ocean 
City, MD and created tremendous 
beach erosion and flooding. Frances 
seemed scary, but eventually died out. 
Charlie packed the largest punch and 
barreled its way through Florida, leav-
ing a trail of destruction, especially on 
the west coast. Wilma was the strangest. 
Wilma hit the west coast as a Category 
1 hurricane with minimal winds, as she 
headed across Florida, heading toward 
the east coast. She was one of the very 
few hurricanes that actually picked up 
strength, as she headed over land. Most 
of the time, hurricanes need to be over 
warm water to pick up strength. By the 
time Wilma reached Juno Beach, she 
was a Category 3 hurricane. My home 
town suffered severe flooding and 
property damage. Telephone poles 
were snapped in half, and palm trees 

bent all the way to the ground during 
the storm. Still there was no damage 
that could not be repaired in a few 
months. 

Florida for many years has dealt 
quite well with hurricane emergencies. 
During the six hurricanes that I experi-

enced, Governor Jeb Bush did an out-
standing job of mobilizing resources 
and cleaning up in the aftermath. 
Hurricane Matthew was Governor Rick 
Scott’s first major hurricane to deal with, 
as Florida had not had a hurricane to 
deal with in about eleven years. Fortu-
nately, the damage to Florida was not 
significant compared to other storms.

Much of the damage depends on 
where the hurricane hits (populated 
or not populated area) or directionally 
how it hits (East, West, North, or South). 
The winds will differ, depending on the 
direction and the damage will depend 
on the number of houses, businesses, 
utilities, etc. The main electric company, 
Florida Power and Light (FPL) is head-
quartered in Juno Beach, so our town’s 

power usually got restored before that 
of any other town. During the aftermath, 
FPL typically hired trained workers from 
out of state and even from Canada to 
help restore power as quickly as pos-
sible. I learned this a few days after a 
hurricane after power was restored at 

one of my favorite restaurants. I met a 
crew from Hydro Canada, the Canadian 
electric company, who had been fever-
ishly working for FPL to restore power 
for us Floridians.

One economic down-side of a storm 
is the amount of unscrupulous con-
tractors, who take advantage of the 
dangerous situation. They promise to 
board up your home before the storm 
at ridiculously expensive prices, and 
then they promise to clean up and 
repair your home after the hurricane 
at ridiculously expensive prices. There 
are laws in Florida against gouging of 
hurricane victims, but many of these 
thieves still get away with this crime.

It is no fun to go through the ordeal 
of a hurricane. My wife and I were in 

Ocean City during Hurricane Sandy, 
who thankfully decided to turn away 
from Ocean City and head north. We 
never lost power, internet or water. 
The Town of Ocean City evacuated all 
residents below 30th St, and many of 
them checked into hotels uptown. The 
storm turned north, and the Ocean City 
weather started to clear up quickly. My 
wife and I took a walk on the beach 
during the clearing and found ourselves 
at a local hotel at an unofficial “hurri-
cane party.” We met many of the evacu-
ees from downtown, who shared stories 
of flooding of the inlet parking lot. 

Hurricanes are full of ups and downs 
and “pins and needles” as they are 
happening. The direction of a storm 
can change on a dime, sparing some 
people, and damning others. The best 
part is seeing the clearing sky after-
wards and knowing that your family 
and loved ones are safe and that your 
property damage is not too severe. 
Unfortunately, this is not always the 
case, and we should all have a compas-
sionate heart for those who are not as 
fortunate to survive as well through 
Mother Nature’s wrath.
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