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By Sandie Gerken

 
SMALLPOX EPIDEMICS IN SUSSEX COUNTY 1881-1920

Sussex has experienced several epidemics of various diseases. But, outbreaks of 
smallpox in the county made headlines time and again from 1881 through 1920.

In a March 30, 1881 Wilmington Morning News article “Smallpox in Sussex”, the 
reporter interviewed Roxana resident, Jacob Melvin in Wilmington. When asked 
about the prevalence of the smallpox in Sussex, Melvin advised that there were 
NO cases of smallpox in Roxana, but most cases 
were on the outskirts of Selbyville. Despite no 
quarantine in Roxana, there was a general avoid-
ance of the small village. Fears surrounding the 
epidemic had closed businesses in Roxana.  Even 
the mail carrier refused to handle mail to or from 
Roxana.  Many residents were leaving town until 
the epidemic abated.

It was generally accepted that the smallpox 
epidemic in Baltimore Hundred was spread from Mrs. Hettie Lynch Furman, wife of 
George P. Furman of near Williamsville.   When she became ill, a Frankford doctor 
diagnosed her with scarlet fever, advising that she was not contagious.  Her extended 
family helped with her care and visited the sickroom.  As her condition worsened 

with a virulent rash, two other doctors were called in.  The three doctors, Dr. West, 
Dr. Gum, and Dr. McCabe consulted and concurred that Mrs. Furman was suffering 
from smallpox.  

As a consequence, the whole neighborhood, consisting of related families of 
Furman, Lynch, Rickards, Bennett, Wilgus, and Derrickson, were exposed.   One by one, 

family members came down with smallpox.  Mrs. 
Furman succumbed to the disease on March 16, 
1881 after an illness of two weeks.  By April 13, ten 
family members had died.  Three of her children, 
Alice Kate, Joseph, and Jehu died, as well as her 
father and mother, Joseph J. and Jane Lynch. Her 
mother-in-law, Gertrude Furman, sister-in-law, 
Laura Furman, two sisters, Alice Kate Rickards 
and Irena Rickards, and a niece, Roxey Bell were 

all dead of smallpox.  Hettie’s husband, George became infected, but later recovered.  
Among neighbors who contracted smallpox from Mrs. Furman, but recovered, were 
Levin H. Derrickson, Exekiel Lynch, Mrs. John Henry Hudson, Martha Gray McCabe, 
Rachel Wilgus, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Lynch, and John Bennett.  On March 29, 1881, the 
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WE BELIEVE in keeping families together during a child’s 
medical crisis, and that the gentle cadence of normal family 

life has a powerful influence on the healing process.

The Believe In Tomorrow National Children’s Foundation provides exceptional hospital and respite housing services to critically ill 
children and their families. We believe that the highest standards of service and unparalleled hospitality help create a unique healing 
environment. Our exclusive programs bring comfort, joy and hope to children and their families, enabling them to renew their spirits 
both mentally and physically. Since 1986, Believe In Tomorrow has provided over 800,000 individual overnight accommodations to 
families with critically ill children, from every state in the U.S. and more than 82 countries worldwide.

Believe In Tomorrow
Children’s Foundation
A National Leader in Children’s Hospital and Respite Housing

WE BELIEVE in keeping families 
together during a child’s medical 
crisis, and that the gentle cadence 
of normal family life has a powerful 
influence on the healing process. 

95% of every dollar donated goes 
directly to support our services for 
critically ill children and their families.

The Believe In Tomorrow National 
Children’s Foundation provides excep-
tional hospital and respite housing ser-
vices to critically ill children and their 
families. We believe that the highest 
standards of service and unparalleled 
hospitality help create a unique healing 
environment. Our exclusive programs 
bring comfort, joy and hope to chil-

dren and their families, enabling them 
to renew their spirits both mentally 
and physically. Since 1986, Believe In 
Tomorrow has provided over 800,000 
individual overnight accommodations 
to families with critically ill children, 
from every state in the U.S. and more 
than 82 countries worldwide.

Believe In Tomorrow House 
on Fenwick Island

Since 1996, the Believe In Tomor-
row House on Fenwick Island has 
given thousands of children with life 
threatening illnesses and their families 
a memorable vacation. This unique, 
two-bedroom townhome was the first 

pediatric respite 
property in the 
country and is 
situated on a salt-
water pond in a 
tranquil section 
of Fenwick Island, 
Delaware, just 
minutes from the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
Families can enjoy the community pool 
and tennis courts or relax and watch 
evening sunsets over the pond from 
the home’s decorative glassed-in porch.

Ways to Give
Your contributions enable us to con-

tinue expanding our programs and 
other support services for families in 
the midst of a child’s medical crisis.

Donations to Believe In Tomorrow 
are tax-deductible and can be made in 
memory or honor of someone special, 
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Owner of Alesi Custom Builder & Renovators, Carl Alesi and 
his wife, Claudia, owner of Oasis Healing Center consistently 
give back to the community in many ways including 
sponsoring this 5K run that raised money for the “Believe in 
Tomorrow Children’s Foundation,” a charitable organization 
giving hope to needy children throughout the area.



Guess what, I got a gig! 
Woohoo! After many 
years of getting up on 
stage with the pros and 
singing my go-to songs, 
like La Bamba, I finally 
got the opportunity to 
entertain a crowd by 
myself for several hours. 

On February 19th, Barry 
Reichart, owner of Bourbon 
Street on Coastal Highway of 
Ocean City, gave me my first 
paying gig in about twenty-
five years. My wife and I have 
always enjoyed going to Bour-
bon Street for the combination 
of great Cajun food and great 
live music. And now, I was 
there on the other side of the 

microphone, entertaining the 
crowd. As many musicians will 
tell you, we get a unique “high” 
by playing music and observ-
ing the audience enjoying the 
sound that is being created on 
the stage.

Back in the day, would play 
gigs in small places around 
New York. When I mention this 
to people, they often think 
of busy New York streets and 
crowded nightclubs. Actually, 
I lived five minutes from the 
beach and had my own boat 
at sixteen years of age. I grew 
up with clamming boats, fish-
ing rods and tiki bars all around 
me. The places where I would 
play were either tiki bars or 
small restaurants. One of my 

favorite places to play was 
called The Wine Barrel in Baby-
lon, NY. It was a small, quaint 
restaurant and bar, specializing 
in fine wines. The façade had 
the shape of a wine barrel and 
the management organized 
live music four nights per week. 
To my astonishment, I recently 
learned that the great Ocean 
City musician, Chris Button, 
also played there, when he 
lived in New York years ago. It 
is such a small world!

The Wine Barrel was my last 
paying gig. After playing there, 
I graduated college, became a 
chemist, then moved to Los 
Angeles, got my MBA, joined 
the corporate world, got mar-
ried, raised two boys, traveled 
the world, and rode the tor-
nado of life. And what a life it 
has been. I recently decided to 
spend more time in Ocean City 
and play my guitar for money. 
It is a very different experience 
form the corporate boardroom. 
The set up beforehand and 
take down afterwards can be 
a bit of work, but what stays 
in a musicians memory is the 
performance time.

Returning to the stage for 
me was euphoric. The excite-
ment in the air built up as the 
start time drew near. I needed 
to set up my equipment and do 
a sound level check, which took 
about thirty minutes. The more 
experienced musicians can 
set up a lot faster. There were 
friends and fans are already 
in the crowd, and I needed to 
tend to my equipment and not 

casually converse for too long 
before setting up. I needed 
to review my song list, which 
experienced musicians do not 
need to do. My first song, Old 
Man by Neil Young, was a little 
wobbly, as I used it as a warm 
up song to check the sound 
levels and guitar tuning. By the 
third song, Thinking Out Loud 
by Ed Sheeran, I was feeling my 
groove and could concentrate 
on engaging with the crowd. 
For this reason, when you go to 
listen to a band, you may want 
to wait for a few songs before 
you converse with the band 
members.

As the songs rolled on, I 
really started to have fun with 
the crowd by joking around 
with them and having them 
participate in the songs. Many 
fellow musicians from the 
Ocean City area came to my 
gig prepared to come up on 
stage and play alongside me 
for songs like That’s What I Like 
About You by The Romantics. 
The performances were out-
standing, especially since I had 
Chris Button helping me out to 
optimize the sound and even 
play a few songs. 

After my last song, a crowd 
in the corner of the bar asked 
for an encore, by placing a nice 
amount of money in my tip jar. 
Of course, I obliged with Com-
fortably Numb by Pink Floyd. 
When the performance was all 
over, it amazed me how much 
adrenalin was running through 
my body. I took down all my 
equipment, got paid, went 

home and could not sleep for 
quite a long time, just thinking 
over and over about the per-
formance. Fellow musicians tell 
me that this post-performance 
energy is very typical. I could 
get used to that. I have more 
gigs coming soon. I return to 
Bourbon Street on March 12th 
at 6:00 PM, and I will have more 
gigs throughout Ocean City 
and Fenwick Island. If you see 
me performing, please stop by 
the stage and let me know that 
you’ve read this article!
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A New Musician  
On the Scene!

By Vincent Paez

Author, Vincent Paez is a chemist and international businessman. 
He has a B.S. in Chemistry from Stony Brook University and an M.B.A. 
from UCLA. He speaks five languages and has lived/worked on four 
continents for three Fortune 500 companies. He is also a passionate 
musician and loves the music scene, especially in the Ocean City area. 
He lives in Massachusetts and spends much time in Ocean City. He has 
two sons attending Florida State University. ... ”Go ‘Noles!”  He is married 
to a wonderful girl from Iowa, Sherri.

Vincent Paez recently performed 
at Bourbon Street on Coastal High-
way, Ocean City, MD.  Many fellow 
musicians from the Ocean City area 
came and played alongside him for 
songs like That’s What I Like About 
You by The Romantics.

or can be designated toward one of our 
program areas.
l Donate Land or Property

Donate land or property, enabling 
us to continue expanding our respite 
housing program in prime destinations 
across the country.
l Donate a Vehicle

Donate your car, truck, RV, motorcy-
cle or boat - no matter the condition! 
Donations are tax-deductible and pick-
up is free!
l Workplace Giving

Matching Gifts: Many companies will 

match your charitable donation dollar 
for dollar. Check with your employer to 
see how you can maximize your gift!

Workplace Giving: Through the Com-
bined Federal Campaign (CFC), as well 
as many state and local campaigns, 
government workers can support the 
work of Believe In Tomorrow through 
direct payroll deductions.

Grants: Does your employer 
offer grant funding for organiza-
tions like Believe In Tomorrow? 
Contact us using the information 
below so we can submit a proposal. 

l In-Kind Contribution
Make an in-kind contribution of 

goods or services to help with our 
building projects and housing facilities. 
Visit our website to view our current 
wishlist of items.

l Corporate Sponsorship
Become a corporate sponsor by 

directly contributing to our hospi-
tal and respite facilities, providing 
in-kind support, assisting with mar-
keting and advertising, or spon-
soring one of our annual events. 

$ Fundraise
Enlist your network of friends and 

family to join Believe In Tomorrow’s 
mission. Host an event or celebrate a 
special occasion to support our pro-
grams. Using our new fundraising tool, 
create and manage your very own page 
online! Believeintomorrow.org/giving 

Contact Information:
Believe In Tomorrow Children’s 

Foundation, BelieveInTomorrow.org, 
info@believeintomorrow.org, phone: 
410.744.1032

Believe in Tomorrow Children's Foundation continued from page 1


