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Christine Braverman, owner
chrisconsignments@yahoo.com

Two Locations to Serve You!
42 Atlantic Ave.                                       200-A Rehoboth Ave. 
Ocean View, DE 19970                          Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971
(behind the Ocean View Family Rest)             (right around the corner from Dos Locos)

Phone: 302-829-1425            Phone: 302-226-1126

Christine opened her fi rst consignment shop in 2010 in Ocean View, Delaware.  
With near immediate success , she was able to open a second store in Rehoboth 
Beach. With her two stores, she is able to serve the entire area with a truly unique 
shopping experience. 

Christine's Consignments carries a large array of items, including trendy clothes 
and accessories for Men, Women, Junior's and Children. Christine's also has shoes, 
purses, jewelry, furniture, home decor and linens.  You never know what you might 
fi nd when you shop at Christine's Consignments!

"What a great consignment shop. 
The merchandise is fresh and interesting, the staff is 

so friendly and the prices are fabulous. A great place 
to shop while you are in Bethany Beach." 

 (a review left on Facebook from shopper Mary Ellen Hrutka)

At any given time you might fi nd a selection of Lilly Pulitzer, Louis Vuitton, 
Coach, or many other top names in designer merchandise —without  designer 
prices! New items come in every day which makes every day a new shopping 
experience. The majority of merchandise in Christine's shops is high-end and 
name-brand. She looks for all popular brands that are like new...in fact, some of 
the items still have the original tags on them. 

Christine caters to both her customers and her consignors not only with good 
prices and good commissions, but she also hosts events like New York trips, wine 
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Dorothy and Paul Pepper, were once considered "The Keepers 
of Fenwick History".  Paul Pepper's great-grandfather, David M. 
Warrington, was the third keeper of the Fenwick Island Lighthouse, 
from July 26, 1869 to January 30, 1874, and then the � fth keeper 
from February 13, 1874 to July 18, 1876.  Mr. Pepper  possessed the 
original "Notice to Mariner" announcing the  construction of the 
Fenwick Island Lighthouse in 1858. 

In more recent years there have been groups of people who have 
wanted to see the Fenwick Island Light Station preserved. Paul 
Pepper was the founding President of the Friends of Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse. ...Finally the desire for the preservation of the Fenwick 
Lighthouse for history's sake will come to fruition. 

In 1855 the U.S. Government Lighthouse Board decided to act on the 
frequent reports received from mariners that the Fenwick Shoals were 
very dangerous to coastal shipping  and ships approaching the mouth of 
the Delaware Bay from Europe. Congress authorized the building of the 
Fenwick Island Lighthouse on August 18, 1856. The lighthouse was fi rst 
turned on on August 1, 1859. The tower is 87 feet above the ground. Its 
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15,000 candlepower light was visible 
15 miles out to sea. The tower stands 
three-tenths of a mile inland from the 
shore. (...today  a residential area on the 
border of Fenwick, Delaware and Ocean 
City, Maryland.) 

On Jan. 11, 1858, the Federal 
Government purchased a 10 acre tract 
of land at Fenwick Island from Mary C. 
Hall. It was a portion of two early land 
grants known as Fishing Harbor and 
Lydia's Pasture. It was chosen because 
it was the highest point in the area. 

The building of the lighthouse and a 
two story family dwelling was begun in 
1858. The dwelling was completed that 
year and the lighthouse was fi nished 
early in 1859. 

In 1878 a second keeper's dwelling 
was built by the Federal Government. 
to overcome the crowded conditions.
The second house was built  on the 
west side of the lighthouse and was 
eventually the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oliver Cropper. The keepers lived in the 
newer house, leaving the older house 
for the assistant keepers. The last keeper 
to live there was Mr. Charles L. Gray. 

The Crusade to Protect the 
Lighthouse

Through the years there have been 
many people who have played an 
active part in keeping this lighthouse 
going. There was a  volunteer group 

called "The Friends of the Fenwick 
Island Lighthouse, Inc. headed by Paul 
Pepper and he was very active. For 
years no one seemed to care much 
about the lighthouse... it was run by the 
Lighthouse Board and then it was given 
to the Coast Guard and then to the 
State of Delaware,  as "excess historic 
property."  

Soon after taking control of the 
lighthouse in 1939, the Coast Guard sold 
off  three-quarters of the station’s land 
including the old dwelling to Charles. L. 
Gray, the last keeper of the lighthouse. 
The second dwelling and most 
of the remaining property were 
eventually sold after the light 
was automated, and in 1978, the 
lighthouse was deactivated and 
its Fresnel lens removed. This 
action caught many of the locals 
by surprise and the Coast Guard 
was soon receiving calls and 
letters from people protesting 
the decommissioning of the 
light. Paul Pepper, whose great-
grandfather, David M. Warrington, 
was the third keeper of the light 
and whose grandfather, William 
Edward Pepper, served as an 
assistant keeper, was the driving 
force behind the campaign to 
restore the light. For sixty years, 
Paul and his wife Dorothy had 
enjoyed viewing the comforting 
beacon from their nearby home, and 
Dorothy was an unoffi  cial historian for 
the lighthouse, 
having written 
n u m e r o u s 
articles published 
in newspapers, 
magazines, and 
books.

Paul Pepper’s 
crusade proved 
successful, and 
on September 21, 
1981, the Coast 
Guard transferred 
ownership of the 
tower to the State 
of Delaware, 
which then leased it to the Friends of the 
Fenwick Island Lighthouse. Pepper was 
elected president of the group, and the 

following year 
the lighthouse, 
equipped with 
a less powerful 
l ight source 
and its returned 
Fresnel lens, was 
relit. By this time, 
the lighthouse 
was starting to 
show its age, but 
fortunately State 
Senators Cordrey 
and Sharp, both 

summer residents of Fenwick Island, 
were avid supporters of the lighthouse 
group and succeeded in obtaining 

$400,000 to restore the tower.
During restoration work 

in 1997, the lighthouse was 
encircled with scaffolding, 
and this outer layer was then 
wrapped in protective coating. 
When the tower emerged after 
the reparative work, it was 
almost as good as new. In July 
1998, a rededication ceremony 
was held at the lighthouse. A 
plaque honoring the tireless 
effort of Paul and Dorothy 
Pepper was presented to Paul 
Pepper and then later placed 
on display at the lighthouse. 

Unfortunately, Dorothy had passed 
away two years earlier.

Speaking at the ceremony, eighty-
nine-year-old Paul Pepper stated, 
“When I look at the lighthouse now, I 
sorta feel like I have been the manager 
or quarterback of our team of The 
Friends of Fenwick Island Lighthouse 
and we have just scored a big winning 
touchdown by convincing the 
State of Delaware to do a complete 
renovation job for us. This would not 
have happened if we had not all pulled 
together, donating our time, eff ort and 
money. I want to thank everybody . . . I 
am so happy. I just wish Dorothy could 
have lived to see this accomplished. She 

would have been thrilled.”
Oliver H. Cropper succeeded Pepper 

as president of the Friends of the 
Fenwick Island Lighthouse in 1992 and 
helped raise funds for the upkeep of the 
lighthouse. Cropper faithfully served as 
president  and played an active role 
for over 25 years, until a “new” friends 
support group was formed in 2007 
under the direction of Winnie Lewis, 
granddaughter of a former lighthouse 
keeper. Now, another generation of 
friends is responsible for the care and 
maintenance of the stately structure.
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Photos: Courtesy Tracy Lewis, New Friends of the Fenwick Lighthouse, Inc. 

Fenwick Lighthouse photographed from the sea in 1891.

Fenwick Island Lighthouse and buildings. Early 1900's. The 
two brothers Charles and Neal Gray, who took care of the light 
station at the time are shown. Charles is at left Neal is shown 
on the right, cutting grass. 

Photo Courtesy Tracy Lewis, New Friends of the Fenwick Lighthouse, Inc. 

Lighthouse Keepers:
Head: John Smith (1859 – 1861), William R. Hall (1861 – 1869), David 
M. Warrington (1869 – 1874), James H. Bell (1874), David M. Warrington 
(1874 – 1876), James H. Bell (1876), Samuel H. Vaughan (1876), John 
A Gunn (1876 – 1880), Jehu D. Bennett (1880 – 1907), Samuel Soper 
(1907 – 1910), Willis B. Pardee (1910 – at least 1913), Alva F. Stites (at 
least 1915 – 1927), Charles L. Gray (1927 – 1940), Arthur Aydelotte 
(1940 – 1945), Neil Gray (1945 – 1948), John C. Gray (1948).
Assistant Lighthouse Keepers: 
Handy Hickman (1859), Levin Smith (1859 – 1861), John C. Hall (1861 
– 1865), George K. Lloyd (1865 – 1867), John C. Hall (1867 – 1869), 
William E. Pepper (1869 – 1885), Elias T. Elliott (1885 – 1889), William 
T. Brasure, Jr. (1889 – 1895), James K. Rickards (1895 – 1906), Samuel 
D. Bennett (1906), Oather F. Kirby (1906 – 1908), John S. Pusey (1908 
– 1909), Willis B. Pardee (1909 – 1910), Charles H. Truitt (1910), Alva 
F. Stites (1910 – 1914), Charles L. Gray (at least 1915 – at least 1921), 
George Walker (at least 1930).

Paul Pepper, founding President of 
the Friends of the Fenwick Island 
Lighthouse with his wife Dorothy at 
the lighthouse in 1993.
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The Renovation of the Lighthouse Keeper's Complex.  
On Tuesday, May 23rd, 2017, 

The New Friends of the Fenwick 
Lighthouse, Bernardon Architects 
out of Wilmington,  and the Division 
of Historical and Cultural A� airs 
gave a presentation at the Fenwick 
Island Town Hall. They invited a mix 
of people from the surrounding 
community to discuss  what was 
transpiring with the design of 
the renovation of the Lighthouse 
Keeper's Complex.  In attendance were local business owners, decendents of the 
lighthouse, and the Cropper family (who sold the house to the State of Delaware).....

The Division of Historical and Cultural Aff airs announced that the state had acquired 
the keeper’s dwelling west of the lighthouse and had hired a Wilmington architecture 
fi rm to return the house to its original state. As part of the restoration, a greenhouse 
will be removed and a new handicap accessible entrance will be added. 

At the end of the renovation project the keepers house will be transformed and 
returned as much as possible to its original design when it was build, including some 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
and updates to 
make it  handicap 
accessible. At the 
end of the project 
it will be open 
to the public for 
seminars, events, 
and will continue 
as an important  
historical  presence 
in the community. 

Phase one of 
the project is the 
exterior renovation of the house including the roof which has already been done 
and siding will be done and eventually the windows and doors will be restored to 
the original design or as close to the original design as possible. The next phase will 
be the inside, including heat, air conditioning, all new electrical system, and replacing  
the sheetrock and then phase three will be the fi nishing  phase.  The basic footprint 
of the house will stay along with the additions.

SOURCES:   
http://www.lighthousefriends.com 
Archives: “Friends of Fenwick Island Lighthouse, Inc." 
Information from Tracy Lewis, New Friends of Fenwick Island Lighthouse, Inc.

Over 1,700 Franchises in North America  |  SERVPRO® Franchise System Serving Since 1967

FIRE & WATER 
DAMAGE

■ 24/7/365 Emergency Service
■ Commercial and Residential
■ Trained, Uniformed Professionals
■ Restore vs. Replace
■ Insurance Company Restoration VendorSERVPRO® of  

Sussex County

302-856-9768
servprosussexcounty.com
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nights, and the wonderful relationships and friendships that are formed in 
the shop. Christine’s Consignments is truly a unique and profi table shopping 
experience for both the shopper and the consignor. 

Shoppers: Instead of shopping at the high-end, upscale mall store, and 
spending a fortune, check out Christine's Consignments for those high end 
items that you would love to own but don't want to spend a fortune on! 

Consignors: If you have quality, high-end merchandise that you would 
like to consign, check with Christine to fi nd out about her very generous 
consignment percentage and start earning some money for those used items!

 To fi nd out more about this unique shopping experience,  call Christine's 
Consignments at the Ocean View store 302-829-1425 or the Rehoboth store 
at 302-226-1126, or  visit the Ocean View location at 42 Atlantic Avenue. Visit 
the Christine's Consignment facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
christinesconsignmentsatrendyplacetoshop

Christine Braverman at Christine's 
Consignments, Ocean View,  DE

Photos Courtesy Tracey Lewis, New Friends of the Fenwick Lighthouse, Inc. 
The above rendering from the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Aff airs 
and Bernardon Architects shows the future Lighthouse Keeper's Complex from 
above. The historical building is to be restored, modernized and open to public 
events. 

Do you enjoy meeting new folks? Are you inter-
ested in working 8 or more hours a week?  Perhaps 
some weekends or overnights?

Seniors Helping Seniors® In-Home Services is 
licensed by the State of Delaware employing mature 

residents to serve our business needs in Sussex and 
Kent Counties. 

SHS is a non-medical model, offering com-
panionship, assistance with activities of daily 
living including personal care, meal prepara-
tion, transportation and much more. A client's 
service plan is individualized to their specific 
needs and we work hard to match each care pro-
vider to our client based on their mutual interests.

     Perhaps you are a retired nurse or certifi ed nursing 
assistant. Or maybe you are a senior who loves spend-
ing time with other seniors.  Please consider a posi-
tion with Seniors Helping Seniors In-Home Services 
and contact us now. We off er a competitive salary.

Interested candidates should call 1-302-858-7330 
for additional information and to schedule an inter-
view.

All candidates must submit to all mandated back-
ground checks and physicals.

Seniors Helping Seniors also provides respite care 
for care givers and will step in 24/7 for a few days or 
a few hours to keep life moving smoothly and keep 
their loved one safe.  

Contact them for a free consultation if you are 
looking for support at a reasonable price.

Go to www.seniorcarerehoboth.com or call 
302.858.7330.

Do You Have What It Takes To Be 
A Seniors Helping Seniors Provider?

Caring for  Older Parents

Call us today. Like getting a little help from your friendsTM.
                           Gift Certificates are available.

If you’re interested in becoming a provider, we would like  
to hear from you too.

                302-858-7330    SeniorsDelaware@aol.com
©2010 Each office is independently owned and operated.

All trademarks are registered trademarks of Corporate Mutual Resources Incorporated.

You care about your aging parents. And yet, sometimes, 
you just don’t know the best way to help them, especially 
when they are trying to remain independent. 
Seniors Helping Seniors® in-home services is an 
exceptional program of care and caring that matches 
seniors who want to provide services with those who  
are looking for help.

• Meal prep/cooking
• Light housekeeping
• Companionship
• Mobility assistance
• Grocery shopping
• Pet care
• Yard Work

Photo Courtesy Tracy Lewis, New Friends of the Fenwick Lighthouse, Inc. 
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