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SEASIDE PLUMBING INC.
Joshua Martin, owner
410-641-1368
10545 Friendship Rd. Unit 2
Berlin, MD 21811

Fully Insured and licensed in Maryland and Delaware
•  MD Master License #67879  
•  DE Master License # 2321

How it all started
Josh Martin moved to Delmarva with his 

family 22 years ago. He graduated from  
Stephen Decatur High School in Berlin, MD 
and then attended Wor-Wic Community 
College. Josh started Seaside Plumbing 
when he was 21 years old.  He is  a licensed 

Master plumber/gas fitter.
When he started the company 

on March 16, 2003 (Which happens 

to be his birthday!), Josh worked primarily 
for other plumbers as a sub-contractor.  
As the years passed, Seaside Plumbing 
slowly grew their own client base, and 
now work primarily direct to the customer 
or builder.  

When asked why he decided to go into 
the plumbing business, Josh answered, 
“Mechanical contracting always was 
exciting and challenging to me.  As the 
years progressed, my presence in the field 
has lessened.  I now enjoy helping the 
development of my employees.  It gives 
me great satisfaction to help our future 
industry leaders in plumbing grow and 
prosper.”  

“I had many general construction 
jobs...  framing houses, trim carpentry, 
before I went into plumbing.”  dddddd 

What has made Seaside Plumbing 
such a successful local business?

“Successful – By providing a safe, stable, 
and prosperous work environment for our 
employees.  

“Success for our customers – By provid-
ing the best product and service that we 
can, always being honest and organized 
to try and service our customers as quickly 
as possible.”

According to Josh, some of the great 
moments  in the development of Seaside 
Plumbing have been: 

“Transitioning from a home office to 
our present commercial space at 10545 

Friendship Road, Unit 2 in Berlin MD.
“Hiring an estimator and an office man-

ager, to help him continue what he enjoys 
doing the most..... overseeing the field tech-
nicians and overseeing job production.”

Recognitions
• Voted 2016 Coastal Style’s 

Best Plumber in Worcester 
County. 

• BBB A+ rating
• Member of non-profit organization – 

Contractors For A Cause.
 Scan Story  
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The team at Seaside Plumbing, Inc., left to right, back to front: Evan Schultz, Bill Collins, 
Joshua Martin, Jason Cooke, Sean Parks, Tracey Sapia, Charlie Martin (dog/Seaside mascot), 
Lauren Martin, Isaac Martin, Collin Baker. (not pictured – Dave Vickers)

 When Fish Smelled like Money in Lewes

The Old Menhaden Fisheries
By  Sandie Gerken
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Clockwise:  Fish:  Atlantic Menhaden; View of 
the fisheries in Lewes at the height of Mehaden 
fishing;  and a vintage postcard of  Menhaden 
Fishermen in boat.

For much of its history, Lewes has been 
a commercial fishing town.  Tourism is 
now big, but from about 1888 until 1966 
Lewes was home to the very profitable 
menhaden fishing industry.  In fact, Lewes’ 
fisheries were one of the first and largest 
operations in the US.

The Atlantic Menhaden is a silvery fish 
with a black spot behind its gills and a 
deeply forked tail.  Its size ranges from 
3-12 inches.  It is part of the herring family, 
known also as bunker, porgy, or bughead.  
Locally, we know this fish as a hardhead or 
fatback, a bait fish.  Menhaden swim close 

to the ocean surface in gigantic, dense 
schools.  It is likely the fish that Squanto 
taught the Pilgrims to bury beside crops as 
fertilizer.  Theoretically edible, Menhaden 
is a rarely eaten, unpalatable 
fish due to its high oil content, 
which is precisely why it has 
been so valuable commer-
cially.  Menhaden oil is used 
in pet foods, dietary supple-
ments, soaps, lubricants, paints, 
glycerin, cosmetics and other 
products.  The rest of the fish 
is processed into fertilizer and 

Menhaden, Wikipedia
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fish meal to be used in animal feed. 
Lewes’ first menhaden fisheries were 

established about 1888 when the Luce 
Brothers from Niantic, CT built the first 
fish processing plant between town and 
Cape Henlopen.  Other fishery opera-
tions moved to Lewes.   By the 1920s, 
there were two large menhaden plants 
in Lewes, the Consolidated Fisheries Co. 
and Atlantic Fisheries, previously oper-
ated as the Lewes Fertilizer Co.  Lewes had 
become one of the largest fishing ports in 
the country.

In 1938, J. Howard Smith of Long Island, 
NY purchased the Atlantic Fisheries plant.  

His son, Otis H. Smith came to Lewes to 
become manager and CEO, renaming it 
Fish Products Company.  Smith’s family 
of Long Island, NY owned several com-
mercial fisheries in the country. The site of 
this factory is where Cape Shores is now 
located, near the ferry terminal. On the 
eve of WWII, the plant was in disrepair.  
Menhaden fishing was important to the 
war effort since the oil was used in glyc-
erin to make gunpowder. After the war, 
Smith employed German POWs to help 
with improvements at the plant. Part of 
this renovation included a massive, 140 
ft. high concrete, steel reinforced storage 

silo with 12-18 
inch thick walls.

In 1953, Lewes 
ranked as the 
largest fishing 
port in the US, 
catching over 
390 mil l ion 
pounds, nearly 
¼ of all men-
haden caught 
on the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts 
combined, with 
a reported value 
of over $4 Mil-
lion.   In 1954, Otis 
Smith purchased 
the Consolidated 
Fisheries plant, 
renaming it Sea-
coast Products.  
His 16 acre com-
bined fisheries 
employed 650 
men with a fleet 
of 25 fish boats. 

M e n h a d e n 
fishing required 
a large boat and 

two smaller boats to pull the net around 
the school of menhaden.  The menhaden 
were located from a crow’s nest lookout 
on the ship, then later by spotter planes 
that radioed the fish’s location.  The 
trawler would position itself in front of 
the menhaden and the small boats would 
move in opposite directions, dragging the 
large purse seine to encircle the school.  
The net was closed like a drawstring bag 
by lowering a 500 lb. weight. The seine 
was large enough to catch 50,000 fish. 
Each small boat carried several men who 
had to haul in the seine by hand. They 
sang chanty songs to help them pull in 
unison to power the load aboard. These 
chanties became tradition even after 
hydraulic lifts came into use to pull in the 
seine and drop the fish on the trawler. 
Once at the plant, the fish were boiled 
to release the oil and the remains were 
processed into fish meal. Both products 
were sold to commercial markets.

Of course, the stench of the fish was 
atrocious!! The odor hung over the 
town, likened to “something dead”, “feet 
unwashed for 10 years”, to “worse than 
hog manure”.  However, for Lewes, the 
smell meant money to support area fami-
lies.

The 1950s and 1960s were the heyday 
for the fisheries.  Fishing from May through 
October, the annual yield exceeded 600 
million pounds. The peak year was 1959 
when proceeds reached $73 Million. By 
the mid-1960s, the menhaden popula-
tion suddenly dropped off, most likely 
from overfishing.  Smith limped along 
until mid-season 1966, when his plants 
abruptly closed due to the decline of fish. 
The J. Howard Smith Companies, includ-
ing the Lewes plants were sold in January 
1974 to Hanson Trust, Ltd. of London.  Otis 
Smith contracted with the new company 
to manage a plant in New Orleans.

The Lewes factories sat vacant for years. 
As tourism became a lucrative industry, 
progress necessitated the removal of 
the factories. In March 1983, demolition 
began to make room for a housing devel-
opment.  A blasting company was hired 
to destroy the huge storage silo. 

A crowd watched as 700 lbs. of dyna-
mite were placed around the base of 
the silo. Amazingly, once detonated, the 
silo remained standing, tilted about 15 

degrees.  A second attempt left the silo 
upright, still leaning.  A third attempt to 
blast the silo was made the next day, but 
the silo still stood, leaning a bit farther.  
Demolition attempts were suspended 
while the experts went back to the draw-
ing board.  For six weeks, the silo was 
dubbed the “Leaning Tower of Lewes” 
with a sign that read “Building 3, Contrac-
tors 0”.  On May 11, 1983, the silo finally 
crumpled, having had a massive amount 
of dynamite placed within the walls, not 
at the base. Today, nothing remains of 
the Lewes fisheries.  Not even the SMELL!

After the decline of the menhaden 
population, the US Fisheries Commission 
put restrictions on the fishing catch.  But, 
menhaden replenishment has been slow 
in the mid-Atlantic.  In Delaware, large 
scale menhaden fishing has been illegal 
for years.

As for Otis H. Smith, Lewes still remem-
bers him as a successful businessman, a 
mayor of Lewes for 18 years, a philanthro-
pist who financed a city dock, a marine 
laboratory at UD’s Lewes campus, and a 
research vessel for the college.  He gave 
land to Rehoboth Country Club, spurred 
improvements at City Hall, served on 
many boards. He owned a farm in Lewes, 
where he raised prize Hereford cattle.  
A civic-minded humanitarian, he was 
awarded a conservation award by the 
US Department of the Interior and was 
inducted posthumously into the Dela-
ware Maritime Hall of Fame in 2009.

SOURCES:
“When Menhaden Fishing was a Way 

of Life in Lewes, Del.”, Molly Murray, The 
News Journal, September 29, 1993

Obituary of Otis H. Smith, former Lewes 
Mayor, Cape Gazette, June 22, 2001

“The One That Got Away”, Pam George, 
Delaware Beach Life, October 2010

“Thar She Blows”, Roger A. Martin, Tales 
of Delaware, 1991

“Fish Scales and Sea Chanties: The Men-
haden Industry of Lewes”, Lewes Histori-
cal Society, A Curriculum Based Program 
for Students in Grades 4-6

The Men All Singing: The Story of Men-
haden Fishing, John Frye, 1978
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Author, Sandie Gerken 
lives in Dagsboro, DE. As 
a native Sussex Countian, 
local history is one of her 
passions. Retired now, 
she devotes her time 
to genealogy research 
(her greatest passion since 1978), 
watercolor painting, grandchildren, 
soccer for kids with disabilities, books, 
and things creative and historical.  She 
recently authored the book Memories 
of the Clayton Theatre as a fundraiser 
to help the Clayton go digital. She is 
now exploring her writing skills with 
local history articles for High Tide 
News.

The Elegan t  Pla t e
P E R S O N A L  C H E F  S E R V I C E S

C R E A T E     T E A C H     P R E P A R E

The hottest new restaurant in town...

is your house!

Chef Jay D. Allen
chefjay@theelegantplate.com      443-955-4927

•  I n - H o u s e  D i n n e r  P a r t i e s
•  P r e p a r e d  M e a l  S e r v i c e

•  P r i v a t e  C o o k i n g  C l a s s e s
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